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Highworth Combined School 
Special Educational Needs (Information) Regulation  

Annual Report 2025 

All mainstream schools and maintained nursery schools are required by law to produce a Special 
Educational Needs Report on an annual basis, Special Educational Needs (Information) Regulations 
Clause 65 . 

 
All mainstream schools and maintained nursery schools are required by law to make their Special 
Educational Needs Report available on their website – this policy can be viewed here: 
www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk  

 
To avoid duplication of information this Special Educational Needs Report will form part of 
Highworth’s Local Offer and will be linked to or uploaded to our record on the Buckinghamshire 
Family Information Service website.  

 
The School’s Link to the Bucks Local Offer 

 
Information regarding the Local Offer for Buckinghamshire is available at: 
 

https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/send/about-local-offer/ 
 

The Bucks Local Offer provides information and advice on Special Education Needs & Disability 
provision, both inside and outside the Local Authority. If you wish to find out more information 
about the local offer, please contact: 

 

Buckinghamshire Family Information Service 
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/send/ 
Tel: 01296 383 293 

 
SEND Provision at Highworth Combined School 

 
Highworth Combined School is a mainstream setting with an attached Additionally Resourced 
Provision (ARP) for hearing support. The ARP for hearing support is an integral part of the school and 
caters for children with EHCPs whose primary need is hearing loss..  The ARP for hearing support  has 
a Teacher of the Deaf, a visiting specialist Speech and Language Therapist and a number of Signing 
Assistants.  
 
Highworth holds the philosophy that the pupil’s needs determine their provision and therefore the 
strengths and needs of each child are paramount in what is put in place for their learning in an 
inclusive environment. It has a positive influence on all pupils, deaf and hearing, children with and 
without SEND and the whole school community. This has been a significant factor in establishing the 
caring ethos which is evident in our school.   
 
The school has an open-door policy where parents can approach staff for advice and support 
regarding any issues relating to their child at Highworth Combined School. We will ensure that all 
children are valued equally, regardless of their abilities and/or social, emotional and mental health 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/251874/Consultation_on_draft_0_to_25_Special_Educational_Needs__SEN__-_SEN_information.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/251874/Consultation_on_draft_0_to_25_Special_Educational_Needs__SEN__-_SEN_information.pdf
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/send/
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needs..  The school recognises that children are entitled to have access to a broad and balanced 
curriculum which is differentiated, as necessary, to meet their individual needs. 
 
Where a pupil is both looked after by the Local Authority and has SEND, Special Education Needs 
Coordinator (SENDCo) works closely with the Designated Teacher for Looked After Children, social 
workers and relevant professionals to ensure coordinated support and effective planning. 

 
Our school currently provides additional and/or different provision for the 4 broad areas of need 
(Section 6.25 - 6.32, SEND Code of Practice, 2014) identified within the current code of practice: 
 

➢ Communication and interaction, for example, autism, speech, language ad communication 
needs (SLCN) 

➢ Cognition and learning, for example, dyslexia, dyspraxia 
➢ Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, for example, attention deficit hyperactivity 

disorder (ADHD) 
➢ Sensory and/or physical needs, for example, visual impairments, deafness, physical disabilities  

 
These needs may present at different levels and may occur alongside other areas of need. The 
purpose of identification is to work out what action the school needs to take, not to fit a pupil within 
a category listed above. We as a school, recognise the needs of the whole pupil  which will include not 
just the special educational needs of the young child or person. 
 

Consulting and involving pupils and parents 
 

Parents/carers will be involved throughout and their early involvement is of paramount importance. 
They will always be informed if the school identifies their child as having a special educational need. 
When working with parents/carers we will focus on a pupil’s strengths as well as needs and draw on 
parental expertise and knowledge of their child. We adopt a positive attitude towards parents/carers, 
providing information to them in a user-friendly format. We recognise that some parents/carers 
themselves may have differing needs and take account of these in a sensitive manner. The class 
teacher will work closely with parents at all stages and should be the first port of call in case of 
difficulty. They can then be referred onto the SENDCO, the Inclusion Manager or the Headteacher if 
necessary. 
 
We will have an early discussion with the pupil (if deemed appropriate) and their parents when 
identifying whether they need special educational provision. These conversations will make sure that: 
 

➢ Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strength and difficulty 
➢ We consider the parents’ concerns 
➢ Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child 
➢ Everyone is clear on what the next steps are 

 
Notes of these early discussions will be added to the pupil’s records. We will  notify parents when it is 
decided that a pupil will receive SEND support. 
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The School’s Policy 
 
The school’s policy (including pupils with and without an EHCP) for identifying and assessing pupils 
with SEND; planning and implementing provision for identified pupils ; and reviewing their subsequent 
progress  is stated below. More information about SEND can be found in the School’s SEND policy at: 
www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk 
 
 
Parents/carers are encouraged to raise their concerns with their child’s teachers at parents evening or 
request a time to meet with them. Parents and carers are then welcome to make an appointment to 
meet with the SENDCO on a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday via the school office.  We can also offer 
advice and practical ways that you can help children at home.  
 
We believe that a child’s education should be a partnership between parents and teachers, therefore 
we aim to keep communication channels open and communicate regularly, especially if a child has 
complex needs. 
 

Assessing and reviewing pupils' progress towards outcomes 
 

We will follow the graduated approach and the four-part cycle of assess, plan, do, review. 
The class or subject teacher will work with the SENDCO to carry out a clear analysis of the pupil’s 
needs. This will draw on: 
 

➢ The teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil 
➢ Their previous progress and attainment and behaviour 
➢ Other teachers’ assessments, where relevant 
➢ The individual’s development in comparison to their peers and national data 
➢ The views and experience of parents 
➢ The pupil’s own views 
➢ Advice from external support services, if relevant 

 
The assessment will be reviewed regularly. All teachers and support staff who work with the pupil will 
be made aware of their needs, the outcomes sought, the support provided, and any teaching 
strategies or approaches that are required. We will regularly review the effectiveness of the support 
and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress. 
 
If a child is identified as making inadequate progress in spite of the strategies the teacher has used in 
class, the teacher may decide that more intervention is needed. The teacher and the SENDCO, in 
consultation with the parent/carer and child, look at the evidence of inadequate progress and decide 
on strategies which are additional to, or different from those already being provided in the classroom 
as part of the delivery of the National Curriculum, to help the child to make progress. 
 
The child’s support will be listed on the year group Provision Map or Class Provision Map which will 
clearly state the desired short-term outcomes which will be monitored and assessed.  This 
information is shared with parents in October at the first parents evening if the child is new to SEND 
support and then at subsequent termly parents’ evenings.  The effectiveness of the additional support 
will be monitored termly through the school’s planned programme of SEND review days/pupil 
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progress meetings and decisions will then be made about the future actions that may be taken to 
meet the pupil’s needs. These may be: 
 

➢ To reduce the amount of help. 
➢ To continue with the existing level of help with new targets being set. 
➢ To increase the level of intervention if there has been little progress. 

 
If a child is identified as having SEND which requires targeted support over an extended period and/or 
requires support from external specialists e.g. specialist teacher, educational psychologist etc. then 
the school, in consultation with the parents/carers and the child, will develop a SEND plan to identify: 
strengths and areas of need; desired outcomes; set short-term outcomes; agree upon the indicators 
which will be used to monitor progress and track the effectiveness of resources used.   
 
If a child has complex SEND which may require additional support through the use of an Education 
and Healthcare Plan (EHCP), this will be requested through the Statutory Assessment procedures sent 
by Buckinghamshire Council and the national SEND Code of Practice. This will involve meetings where 
professionals involved in supporting the child will meet to discuss their needs along with information 
shared by you.  If Statutory Assessment is agreed this will be followed by an assessment period that 
may result in an EHCP being issued. Families will be kept informed throughout this process and if an 
EHCP is not agreed both the parents and the school will be involved in a ‘Way Forward’ meeting to 
discuss next steps. If an EHCP is agreed the school will put additional provision in place as detailed in 
the EHCP. Parents will be invited to meetings to discuss support for their child and steps to help them 
access the mainstream curriculum. These meetings will utilise a person-centered approach and will 
occur at least once annually but more frequently if necessary.  This is in addition to the reporting and 
sharing of information as described above. 
 
The SENDCO reports to the Governing body regularly and meets termly with a named Governor with 
responsibility for SEND.  These meetings or any reports written will not refer to individual children and 
confidentiality is maintained at all times.  The Governors agree priorities for spending the school’s 
SEND budget with the overall aim that all children receive the support they need in order to make 
good progress. 
 

The School’s Approach for Teaching Pupils with SEND 
(including pupils who do and do not have an EHCP) 

 
How the School Adapts the Curriculum and Learning Environment 

 
We are an inclusive school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. All staff within Highworth believe 
that children having high self-esteem is crucial to a child’s well-being. We have a caring and 
understanding team looking after our children which includes teachers, teaching assistants and non-
teaching staff. 
 
All work within class is pitched at an appropriate level of challenge to ensure that all children are able 
to access a broad and balanced curriculum according to their specific needs. When a child has been 
identified with SEND, their work will be differentiated or adapted by the class teacher to enable them 
to access the curriculum more easily. This may include simplifying the task, breaking a task down into 
smaller stages, working as a group or additional adult support. Other ways of making the curriculum 
accessible include:  
 

Specialist equipment may be given to pupils as appropriate e.g. writing slopes, sensory cushions, 
pencil grips, specialist screens.  
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• Visual timetables are displayed in every classroom.  

• A range of curriculum resources are used to support specific subject areas e.g. phonics maps or 
word banks can be used in literacy lessons.  

• Adaptations are made to the learning environment to accommodate individual pupils e.g. 
seating position or large print.  

• Children with SEND are set specific targets according to their area of need. These targets are 
set out within a Support Plan or Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). Progress in relation to 
the targets set is monitored closely by the class teacher and reviewed by the SENDCO each 
term. 

 
Additional Support for Learning  

 
Class teachers have the principal role in the planning and delivery of appropriate teaching for the 
children with SEND in their class.  They play a key role in the school’s procedures for pupil assessment 
and are involved in the analysis of the data of pupils with SEND; they use this data to inform their 
planning across the wider curriculum to ensure that all lessons recognise the learning needs of all 
pupils and their appraisal targets are also linked to pupil performance. 

 
Where the pupil is on the SEND register, the class teacher can discuss the range of additional support 
available with the SENDCO and will be instrumental in the drawing up of, implementation of and 
monitoring/assessment of any provision provided.  
 
The school also employs: Learning Mentors, Signing Assistants, Higher Level Teaching Assistants and 
LSAs to support the Class teachers to deliver effective whole class teaching. They also work with the 
SENDCO in delivering learning programmes to pupils  with SEND throughout the school. They are 
deployed across the school to support in lessons and to work with individual children and with small 
groups on very specific intervention programmes. They meet with the SENDCO and class teachers 
regularly to plan and review, and to adapt the learning programmes they are delivering, if necessary.  
Their observations will form a key part of evidence for any provision map, or EHCP.  The teaching 
assistants run a wide variety of provisions (under the direction of the SENDCO) aimed at supporting 
the individual needs of the child. These might include a focus on: maths, spelling, reading, speech and 
language, memory, fine and gross motor skills or social skills and confidence building.  
 

• EHCP funding is provided by the school and topped up by the Local Authority. This funding will 
be used flexibly, to best support the pupil’s needs and may include resources and/or adult 
support (individual, in small groups, and in the classroom, as appropriate) to deliver the 
programmes and support the arrangements and approaches set out in the child’s EHCP.  The 
support will be used to promote independence to ensure that a child with an EHCP does not 
become over-reliant on an adult.  Adults working with children with SEND will promote active 
and independent learning during all lessons.  

 
 

Activities that are available to pupils with SEND in addition to those available through the 
Curriculum 

 
All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim for all children to be included 
on school trips. We will provide the necessary support to ensure that this is successful and we will 
work alongside agencies such as the Specialist Teaching Service to implement any support necessary.  
A risk assessment is carried out prior to any off site activity to ensure everyone’s health and safety will 
not be compromised. In the unlikely event that it is considered unsafe for a child to take part in an 
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activity, then alternative activities which will cover the same curriculum areas will be provided in 
school. 
 
The school is proud to provide a rich extra-curricular curriculum and all children are invited to take 
part.  If support is required to ensure that a child can access an activity e.g. a sport club, then the 
school will work with the parents/carers and any relevant agencies to ensure that this is in place.  For 
example, a pupil with a visual impairment may require a larger and brightly coloured ball to help them 
access a football club. 
  

 
Improving the Emotional and Social Development of Pupils with SEND  
 

 
Highworth Combined School believes that having a high self-esteem is crucial to a child’s well-being 
and we therefore run a range of effective social skill provisions to help children develop socially and 
emotionally as well as academically.  We run nurture groups, emotional literacy interventions and 
offer support from our Learning Mentors which are aimed at: 
 

➢ Building confidence and self-esteem. 
➢ Helping children to deal with anger. 
➢ Building and maintaining positive relationships and friendships. 
➢ Creating Positive Behaviour Plans 
➢ Support with transitions throughout the school and for children in Year 6 who require 

additional support with the transition to Year 7 
➢ Individual transition support (enhanced transition) 
 

Some children, with more complex social needs, are identified as requiring social group support which 
operates in year groups where there is an identified need. 
 
Anti-Bullying Support 
 
Highworth Combined School & Nursery is committed to providing a caring, friendly and safe 
environment where all pupils can learn in a relaxed and secure atmosphere. Bullying of any kind is 
unacceptable. We are a TELLING school, which means that anyone who knows bullying is happening is 
encouraged to tell a member of staff so that concerns can be dealt with promptly and effectively. All 
reports of bullying are taken seriously and acted upon. 
 
We recognise that some pupils with SEND may require additional support to develop positive 
relationships, communicate concerns or understand social situations. Through our inclusive approach, 
staff work proactively to promote wellbeing, positive friendships and a sense of belonging for all 
pupils. Support may include Nurture Groups, Learning Mentor support, Emotional Literacy 
interventions and individual pastoral support where appropriate. 
 
Any concerns regarding bullying will be investigated promptly in line with the school's Anti-Bullying 
Policy and Behaviour Policy. Following investigation, appropriate actions and support will be put in 
place for all pupils involved, and incidents will continue to be monitored to help prevent repeated 
bullying and ensure pupils feel safe and supported in school. 
Further information can be found in the school's Anti-Bullying Policy available on the school website: 
https://www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk/web/anti-bullying_policy/373623  
 

The School’s Facilities 

https://www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk/web/anti-bullying_policy/373623
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The School’s Facilities to Include Pupils with SEND and How you Obtain  

New or Specialist Equipment and Facilities  
 
Highworth Combined School welcomes applications from all pupils, including those with disabilities 
and special educational needs. Admissions are managed in accordance with Buckinghamshire 
Council's admissions arrangements and the Equality Act 2010. The school will make reasonable 
adjustments to ensure disabled pupils can access education and school life wherever possible. 
 
Highworth Combined School is wheelchair accessible with an accessible toilet large enough to 
accommodate changing.  There are a few steps around the school so the school has a moveable ramp 
and an agreed wheelchair route to allow access to all areas.   
 
As a school we work closely with any external agencies that we feel are relevant to individual 
children’s needs within our school including:  Behaviour Intervention; Health including – GPs, school 
nurse, clinical psychologist, paediatricians, speech & language therapists; occupational therapists; 
social services including - Locality Teams, social workers and Educational Psychologists.  Any advice 
offered is always acted upon.   
 
Further information about how the school plans to improve access to education, facilities and 
information for disabled pupils can be found in our Accessibility Plan, available on the school website: 
https://www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk/web/accessibility_/617556  

 
The School’s Training 

 
The School’s Arrangement for Training Staff in Relation to Pupils with SEND and How 

Specialist Expertise is Obtained by the School  
 

All our class teachers are teachers of children with SEND and all have qualified teacher status.    
 
The school plans continual professional development, linked to Teachers’ Appraisals, to ensure that all 
staff are kept up-to-date with issues relating to SEND. This may include training events such as: 
 

➢ staff meeting INSET; 
➢ planned INSET days; 
➢ compulsory training such as health and safety or child protection; 
➢ participation of our staff in training courses organised and run by external agencies; 
➢ peer mentoring and observations; and 
➢ sharing of good practice locally e.g. at local network meetings or with our feeder 
schools. 
➢ Text study 

 
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCO) is a member of staff responsible 
for the overview of the education of pupils with SEND.  The SENDCO will work closely with pupils, 
parents, class teachers, the Head Teacher, the Senior Leadership, the Inclusion Manager, the SEND 
Governor and outside agencies.  The SENDCO monitors the quality of provision and progress of 
children with SEND. 
 
The Higher Level Teaching Assistants (HLTAs), Learning Support Assistants and Signing Assistants all 
support the class teachers to deliver whole effective class teaching. The SENDCO may also deliver 
learning programmes to children with SEND throughout the school. LSAs are given training as 

https://www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk/web/accessibility_/617556
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required, prior to running an intervention group which may be provided internally or through an 
outside agency and work under the direction of the SENDCO and Class teachers.  For example, our 
LSAs running an Occupational Therapy (OT) group after having watched an online webinar via Bucks 
Health Care NHS services (https://www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk/cyp/therapy/occupational-
therapy/webinars-courses-and-workshops/). 
 
Where necessary, the school actively uses the support and guidance of a range of outside agencies 
provided by Buckinghamshire Council e.g. Educational Psychologists, the Specialist Teaching Service, 
the NHS Paediatric Team, the Pupil Referral Unit as well as outside agencies such as Health (e.g. 
Occupational therapists, Speech and Language Therapists), Family Support Service and Social Care to 
ensure that the identified needs of individual children are met. The SENDCO ensures that when 
required speech and language and occupational therapy advice clinics are organised to discuss 
children’s needs.  
 

The School’s/Nursery School’s Consultation 
 

The School’s Arrangements to Consult with and Involve Parents/Carers of Pupils with SEND about 
the Education of their Child/Young People 

 
We offer an open door policy where you are welcome to make an appointment to meet with either 
the Inclusion Manager or SENDCO to discuss your child’s needs. We can also offer advice and give you 
practical ways that you can help your child at home.  
 
We believe that children’s education should be a partnership between parents and teachers, 
therefore we aim to keep communication channels open and communicate regularly, especially if a 
child has complex needs.  In addition, we also offer: 
 

➢ A ‘Meet the teacher’ session in the Autumn Term 
➢ SENDCO Surgeries 
➢ Parent Consultation Meetings  
➢ End of Year written report 
➢ Person centered reviews (for pupils with an EHCP) 
➢ School Support Plan (for identified pupils) 
➢ Individual provision maps (for identified pupils) 
 

Involvement of Children/ Young People with SEND 
 

We believe in ensuring that our decisions centre on the needs of the individual and that the voice of 
the child plays a pivotal role in deciding what should happen to support a learner.  Therefore, we use 
the following methods to ensure good communication: 
 

➢ Daily pupil involvement in class-based assessment. 
➢ Sharing and choosing of personal and academic targets. 
➢ An active and elected School Council. 
➢ Pupil page in End of Year report. 
➢ Pupil contributions to School Support Plan (if needed).  
➢ Person centered reviews (for pupils with EHCPs). 
➢ Pupil attendance at Parents’ Consultation meetings if requested by the parent. 

 
The School’s Partnerships 

 



9 

 

The School’s involvement with other agencies (including Health, Social Care, 
Buckinghamshire County Council Specialist Support, voluntary and community Groups) to 

meet the needs of pupils with SEND and their families  
 

The school actively uses the support and guidance of a range of outside agencies provided by 
Buckinghamshire Council including: the Specialist Teaching Service and the Pupil Referral Unit. The 
school also uses outside agencies such as Health (e.g. Occupational Therapists, Speech and Language 
Therapists, CAMHS) as well as Family Resilience Service and Social Care to ensure that the identified 
needs of individual children are met. 
 
The school offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities, some of which are run by outside 
agencies.  If a child has SEND, we will liaise with these agencies (with your permission) to ensure that 
the pupil’s needs are met. 
 

Pupils with SEND transferring to other education providers  
 

➢ Detailed transition meetings with our feeder school teachers and SENDCO 
➢ Planned transition activities with our feeder schools 
➢ Detailed transition meetings with their next school (For example, their Head of Year and 

the next school’s SENDCO) 
➢ Participation in planned transition activities with our local secondary schools 
➢ Use of data from other settings, i.e. our feeder schools, to inform provision  
➢ Provide next setting with up-to-date and detailed assessment records 
➢ Provide next setting with up-to-date SEND history 
➢ Attendance at transition review meetings as appropriate 
➢ Organise transition review meetings for pupils in Year Five 
➢ Open door policy offered to parents to discuss future school options or from prospective 

parents looking potentially at Highworth Combined as a setting for their child. 
 

Highworth Combined School collaborates between the following education providers and other 
settings: 

 
➢ Kingswood School 
➢ Wycombe High School 
➢ Highcrest Academy  
➢ St. Mary’s All Saints, Beaconsfield 
➢ Ash Hill Primary School 
➢ Holmer Green First and Junior Schools 
➢ Seer Green C of E Combined School 
➢ Manor Farm Primary School 

 
 

The school communicates the contact details for any support listed above to pupils with SEND and 
their families by: 
 

➢ School Prospectus 
➢ School Website:  www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk 
➢ Parent Information Evenings 
➢ Parents’ Consultation Evenings (where an appointment with the SENDCO may be 

requested) 
➢ Via the office email 

http://www.highworth.bucks.sch.uk/
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➢ Regular meetings with the SENDCO 
 
For more information about SEND in Buckinghamshire please see the Local Offer:  
 

https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/send/about-local-offer/Reviewing and Updating this 
Report 

This SEND Information Report is reviewed annually by the SENDCO, Senior Leadership Team and 
Governing Body. The report will also be updated during the year should significant changes occur to 
SEND provision or statutory guidance. 

 
 
The School’s/Nursery School’s key contacts 

 
The name and contact details of the school’s SEND co-ordinator 

Name: Mrs Jillian Armiger (Deputy Headteacher Inclusion)  

Email: office@highworthcombined.co.uk 

Tel: 01494 525534 

 

The Contact for Compliments, Concerns or Complaints from Parents of Pupils with SEND 

We would always encourage parents to initially seek a meeting with their child’s class teacher as they 
are often the best placed person to resolve any issues.  However, if after talking to their class teacher, 
a parent is still unhappy they should contact the SENDCO, Deputy Headteacher or Headteacher as 
listed below. 

Name: Mrs Jillian Armiger(Deputy Head Inclusion) or Mrs Clare Pankhania (Headteacher)  

Email: office@highworthcombined.co.uk 

Tel: 01494 525534 

Parents may also access Buckinghamshire SEND Information, Advice and Support Service 
(SENDIASS) for independent advice and support. Information regarding disagreement 
resolution and mediation services can be found through Buckinghamshire Council's SEND Local 
Offer. 

 
 

 


